WAC 16-730-005 What is the purpose of the asparagus equipment
lease program? (1) The Washington state department of agriculture is
establishing the asparagus equipment lease program to implement sec-
tion 308 (10), chapter 276, Laws of 2004 (ESHB 2459), which directs the
Washington state department of agriculture (WSDA) to purchase agricul-
tural products packing equipment and to negotiate an appropriate
agreement with the agricultural industry for the use of that equip-
ment.

(2) The asparagus equipment lease program allows Washington state
packers and handlers of Washington asparagus to lease with an opportu-
nity to purchase automated labor saving equipment that will strengthen
their postharvest efforts to efficiently handle or pack fresh, frozen
or pickled asparagus.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 15.04 and 34.05 RCW, 2004 ¢ 276. WSR
05-14-049, § 16-730-005, filed 6/28/05, effective 7/29/05.]
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